
Name: Katherine Burrows 
Formal Observation 
 

Instructional Context 
What do I know about my students that will inform this lesson? 
This is the first lesson in our math unit on time. Students work on telling time to the hour. Most 
of the class has some prior experience with time to the hour, as the majority of class was able 
to display the correct time to the hour on an analog clock manipulative during an informal 
pre-assessment activity. Additionally, about half of students could produce a correct example of 
time to the half-hour and a small handful of students were able to produce correct examples of 
time at other five-minute intervals. I observed that approximately 3-5 students had continual 
trouble confusing the hour and minute hands, despite several instances of verbal reteaching. 
 
How does this lesson connect with and build on the previous lesson(s)? 
This is the first lesson of a new math unit that is entirely separated from the previous units. 
 
How do I expect to build on this lesson in subsequent lessons? 
In this lesson, students work on telling time to the hour on both analog and digital clocks. In the 
next lesson of the chapter, students work with time to the half-hour, followed by learning time to 
the quarter hour, time to five-minute intervals, and finally the difference between A.M. and P.M. 
 
Standards Addressed 
Common Core State Standards/Local Standards 

o CCSS.Math.2.MD.7 - Tell and write time from analog and digital clocks to the nearest 
five minutes, using A.M. and P.M. 

Learning Objectives 
Objective Assessment 
Students will be able to tell and write time to 
the nearest hour from analog and digital 
clocks. 

I will informally assess students’ independent 
classwork for correct depiction of time to the 
nearest hour. I will also informally assess 
students’ homework in the same manner. 

Students will correctly differentiate between 
the hour hand and minute hand of an analog 
clock. 

I will informally assess students’ recognition of 
the minute and hour hands by observing 
students’ use of the clock manipulatives to 
see if they move the correct hands to the 
correct position, and also assess whether 
students are recording the correct time for the 
problems in their workbook. 

Academic Language/Language Function Objectives 
o Students will be able to read (tell) time from an analog or digital clock. 
o Students will be able to write time to the hour and minute in the correct format. 

 
Assessments 

o I will informally assess students using both clock manipulatives and oral response as 
well as the independent work portions of their math workbook. 

Instructional Strategies and Learning Tasks (Procedures and Timeline) 



Time Instructional Strategies/Learning Tasks Purpose 
1 min. 1. Count by 5’s to 100 - Have the class together 

orally skip-count to 100 by 5’s. 
This is a quick math warm up 
that I will use every day of 
this unit to prepare students 
to tell time to the nearest 
fifth-minute on the clock by 
counting around the clock by 
5’s. 

3 min. 2. Turn and Talk - Ask students the essential 
question “How do you read and write time to the 
nearest hour?” Ask students to turn and talk to an 
elbow partner about this question. Call on 3-4 pairs 
to share their thinking. 

Activate students’ prior 
knowledge, engage students 
in collaborative thinking 
about mathematics. 

2 min. 3.  Preview Vocabulary - While passing out clock 
manipulatives, preview the words “hour,” “hour 
hand,” “minute, “minute hand”, “analog clock,” and 
“digital clock.” Call on a student to identify which 
hand on the manipulative clock is the hour hand, 
and another student to identify which hand is the 
minute hand. 

Activate students’ prior 
knowledge about time, 
prepare students to correctly 
use the manipulative clocks 
to display time to the hour. 

7 min. 4. Explore and Explain - Show 2:00 on teacher’s 
manipulative clock. Ask students to follow along on 
their own clocks. Ask students, “What number is the 
hour hand pointing to?” Write 2 on the smartboard. 
Ask students, “What number is the minute hand 
pointing to?” Ask students, “How do you say the 
minutes when the minute hand is pointing at the 12 
on a clock?” Write o’clock on the smartboard. Ask 
students, “Look at this clock on the board. How is a 
clock like a numberline?” Call on 2 students to 
respond. Call on students to fill in the missing 
numbers on the clock, using their manipulatives as 
a reference if necessary. All students should follow 
along in their workbooks. Once all the numbers on 
the clock face are filled in, ask students to show 4 
o’clock on the clock in their workbook. Call a 
student up on the board to demonstrate her/ his 
answer, and have students follow along to see if 
they agree.  

The Explore and Explain 
portion of the lesson builds 
students’ background 
knowledge about analog 
clocks and how to read 
them, and helps students 
draw connections between 
analog clocks and their prior 
knowledge of number lines 
and how to read a number 
line. This will help prepare 
students to efficiently read 
time on an analog clock. 

5 min. Grey Box on the “See and Show” page - Read to 
students the grey box on the “See and Show” page. 
After reading the section about analog clocks, ask 
all students the question, “Which hand is longer, 
second grade, the hour hand or the minute hand?” 
Then, read the section about digital clocks. Ask 
students to find one example of an analog clock in 
the classroom (wall clock). Ask if students can 

This part of the lesson 
introduces or reinforces 
essential vocabulary for 
students. Students will draw 
connections between the 
vocabulary in the book and 
their own lives by identifying 
analog and digital clocks in 



name any other places they have seen an analog 
clock. Ask students to name one example of a 
digital clock in the classroom (smartboard/ computer 
clock). Ask if students can name any other places 
they have seen a digital clock. 

their classroom and in other 
places they have been, such 
as at home. 

2 min. Draw students’ attention to the way time is written 
on a digital clock. Explain to students that when 
writing time on a digital clock, they always need to 
include a colon (the two dots) to separate the hour 
and the minutes. 

Students will interact with 
digital clocks all throughout 
the chapter, so it is important 
that students understand that 
the colon on a digital clock 
serves a purpose and is a 
necessary component of 
writing a correct response. 

6 min.  Have students complete numbers 1, 2, and 3 on the 
See and Show page. Give students 3 minutes to 
complete the exercises. Call students up to the 
board to show their work while the other students 
follow along and check their answers. If around 80% 
or more of the class seems to be understanding the 
concept, have students move on independently to 
the “On My Own” section on the next page. If 
students are struggling, model number 4 of the “On 
My Own” page for students, have students do 
number 5 independently, and then check the work 
together before students do 6 through 9. 

This is the guided practice 
portion of the lesson. 
Students will work on their 
own to complete three 
problems, and then will have 
peers demonstrate their 
thinking about the same 
problems so that students 
receive instant feedback 
about whether they are on 
the right track with their 
thinking. 

Until 
10:50 

Independent Work Time - Students will work 
independently on the “On My Own” page. As 
students finish, they will raise their hand to have 
their work checked by the teacher. Students whose 
work has been checked can move on to the 
“Problem Solving” page. Students who complete 
this page will raise their hand to have their work 
checked by the teacher. Students whose work has 
been checked will tear out their homework and can 
choose to be a peer coach for students who need 
assistance or can choose to read a book until the 
rest of the class has finished. At 10:50, students 
who are still working will be asked to wrap up their 
last problem and tear out their homework, and all 
students will be asked to line up for music.  

Students need opportunities 
to independently apply the 
skills of reading and writing 
time from analog and digital 
clocks. This independent 
work will also allow me to 
assess students’ level of 
understanding so that I can 
plan more targeted 
instruction for the next day’s 
lesson if students need 
reteaching. Peer coaches 
allow students an opportunity 
to receive peer support if 
they are struggling with work. 

Student Supports 
o Clock manipulatives 
o Turn and Talk 
o Peer coaches 

Materials and Resources 
Handouts & Visuals 

o McGraw-Hill MyMath pages 593-596 for classwork 



o McGraw-Hill MyMath pages 597-598 for homework 
o Clock manipulatives for each student 
Procedures 

Introduction (This is what you will say to start the lesson. How will you introduce the lesson to 
your class? What will you say? How will you capture their interest? Address the following 
three points in one opening paragraph.) 
- Activate Prior Knowledge – discussion on what students already know on the topic 
- Build Background – providing students with knowledge needed to comprehend and 

discuss text 
- Piquing interest – get students excited 
 
[I will immediately engage the students in this lesson by having the whole class practice 
skip-counting to 100 by 5’s as a warm-up and to prepare students for later lessons when 
they will need to tell time to the nearest five minutes. Then, I will engage students in talking 
about math and activating prior knowledge by discussing with a partner the question “What 
do you know about how you read and write time to the nearest hour?” I will call on a few 
students to share their thinking with the class. As I am handing out manipulative clocks to 
students, I will preview vocabulary with students by asking students to tell what they know 
about the words “hour, minute, hour hand, minute hand, analog clock, and digital clock.”] 
Lesson Steps   What steps will you take to go through the lesson? Number your lesson 
steps. Do not just paste your questions in this section.  This is where you break down and 
list the steps you will take to complete your lesson. This will require multiple different 
numbered steps.  
[1. After handing out clocks to students, complete the “Explore and Explain” activity on page 
593 with the students. Model 2:00 on the teacher’s analog clock and have students follow 
along on their clock manipulatives. Ask students what number the hour hand is pointing to. 
Ask students what number the minute hand is pointing to. Ask students how we read the 
minutes when the minute hand is pointing to the 12. Record 2 o’clock on the smartboard for 
students to see. 
2. Ask students how an analog clock is like a number line. Call on 2 students to respond. 
3. Call students one at a time up to the board to fill in the missing numbers on the analog 
clock. All students should follow along in their workbooks. 
4. Ask students to show 4 o’clock on their manipulative clock. Then ask students to draw the 
hands on the clock in their workbook, and write the time. Call a student up to the board to 
demonstrate their drawing. 
5. Have students turn the page. Begin reading to students the grey box on the “See and 
Show” page. After reading the section about analog clocks, ask all students the question, 
“Which hand is longer, second grade, the hour hand or the minute hand?” Ask students to 
find one example of an analog clock in the classroom (wall clock). Ask if students can name 
any other places they have seen an analog clock.  
6. Then, read the section about digital clocks. Ask students to name one example of a 
digital clock in the classroom (smartboard/ computer clock). Ask if students can name any 
other places they have seen a digital clock. 
7. Draw students’ attention to the way time is written on a digital clock. Explain to students 
that when writing time on a digital clock, they always need to include a colon (the two dots) 
to separate the hour and the minutes. 
8. Have students complete numbers 1, 2, and 3 on the See and Show page. Give students 



3 minutes to complete the exercises. Call students up to the board to show their work while 
the other students follow along and check their answers.  
9. Students will work independently on the “On My Own” page. As students finish, they will 
raise their hand to have their work checked by the teacher.  
10. Students whose work has been checked can move on to the “Problem Solving” page. 
Students who complete this page will raise their hand to have their work checked by the 
teacher. ] 

Closure  This is where you break down and list the steps you will take to complete your lesson. 
This will require multiple different numbered steps 
 
[Students whose work one the Problem Solving page has been checked will tear out their 
homework and can choose to be a peer coach for students who need assistance or can 
choose to read a book until the rest of the class has finished. At 10:50, students who are still 
working will be asked to wrap up their last problem and tear out their homework, and all 
students will be asked to line up for music.] 

 
 
 


