
Name: Katherine Burrows 
Lesson Plan #4: Reading Around to Identify the Answer 
Instructional Context 
What do I know about my students that will inform this lesson? 
The students are still learning to answer right-there questions. Students struggled on the 
pre-assessment with identifying the detail that answered the question, as evidenced by students 
orally stating they could not find the answer and/ or leaving assessment tasks blank because 
they could not find the answer.Students in this group enjoy hands-on learning tasks, so I will be 
giving students highlighters and pencils to practice the skill of skimming in this lesson in a 
hands-on, engaged way.  
How does this lesson connect with and build on the previous lesson(s)? 
In Lessons 1-to-3, students learned how to read a question for understanding, identify a 
keyword that tells what the question is mostly asking about, and skim a text for instances of that 
keyword. In this lesson, students will learn how to read around a keyword in the text to identify 
the detail that answers a right-there question. 
How do I expect to build on this lesson in subsequent lessons? 
I will build upon this lesson in Lesson 5 by asking students to further practice the skill of reading 
around a keyword to identify the detail that answers the question and asking students to extend 
that skill by rephrasing the question and adding the detail they identify to answer the question in 
a complete sentence. I will build upon this lesson after the learning segment by having students 
apply the skill of reading around a keyword they skimmed for to the new situation of providing 
text evidence to support arguments or inferences. 
Standards Addressed 
Common Core State Standards/Local Standards 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1 - Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, 
when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.3 - Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

Learning Objectives 
Objective Assessment 
Students will read around an identified 
keyword in a text to find a detail that answers a 
right-there question. 

I will assess students’ ability to read around a 
keyword to identify a detail in the text that 
answers a question by having students 
independently underlining the identified detail 
in the text that answers a question I give them. 

Academic Language/Language Function Objectives 
o Academic Language - identify, right-there questions, reading around 
o Language Function Objective - Students will identify the detail in the text that answers a 

right-there question.  
Assessments 

o Authentic Informal Assessment - Observe student work samples to see whether students 
correctly identify the detail that answers the right-there question by underlining it in the 
passage. 

o Authentic Formal Assessment - Observe student work on the post-assessment to see 
where students correctly underline the detail in the passage that answers the right-there 
question in tasks 1-to-4. 



Instructional Strategies and Learning Tasks (Procedures and Timeline) 
Time Instructional Strategies/Learning Tasks Purpose 

3 min. 1.  Activate Prior Knowledge - Each student 
will be asked to share one thing they have 
learned so far about the Civil Rights 
Movement, and we will review the words 
‘segregation,’ ‘integration,’ ‘Jim Crow Laws,’ 
and ‘boycott.’ Then I will ask each student to 
share one thing they know about Rosa Parks. 
We will also quickly review the two text 
features in the passage: bolded words and a 
glossary. 

Activating students’ prior knowledge 
will give students context for the 
new passage they are about to read 
about Rosa Parks. Reviewing the 
purposes of the two text features 
before reading ensures that all 
students are prepared to use them 
correctly when they read. 

4 min. 2.  Read the Passage/ Think about the 
Passage - Students will silently read the 
passage Rosa Parks to themselves. When 
they have finished reading the passage, 
students will think about one new thing they 
have learned about Rosa Parks from the 
passage. 

Silent reading is an important skill 
for students to practice and develop 
to become strong readers. 
Providing students a question to 
think about when they finish reading 
accounts for the different speeds of 
readers in this group and keeps 
students engaged in the lesson 
while they wait for peers to finish. 

2 min. 3. Review and Independent Practice - Ask 
individual students to provide something they 
remember about the skill of skimming a text. 
Have students practice the skills of identifying 
a keyword in a question and skimming for that 
keyword in the text by asking the question 
“What did Rosa’s grandparents teach her?” 
and having students skim and highlight the 
keyword. 

Asking students what they 
remember about skimming will 
remind students of what they 
already learned in the previous 
lesson before the skill is tied to new 
material in this lesson. This task will 
allow students to actively use the 
skills they have learned so far, and 
will allow me to informally assess 
and ensure students are ready to 
go on.  

4 min. 4. Direct Instruction and Modeling - Directly 
explain the process of reading around a 
keyword in a text to find details that may 
answer the question.  

● reading before AND after a keyword to 
find the detail that answers the 
question 

● a good place to start is the beginning of 
the sentence the keyword is in, but 
sometimes the answer can be in a 
sentence right before or after the 
keyword 

● if the keyword is in the text more than 
once, you may have to read around 
more than one of them to find the 

Directly explaining the process of 
reading around a keyword will help 
students make a connection 
between finding instances of a 
keyword in the text and actually 
being able to answer a question. 
Students are also at the point in the 
learning segment that it is possible 
to put a name to the types of 
questions they have been preparing 
to answer, so it is an appropriate 
time to introduce the academic 
vocabulary ‘right-there questions’. 



answer 
● if you read around every keyword and 

still can’t find the answer, skim again to 
see if you missed the keyword in the 
text 

Explain that these types of questions are 
called right-there questions, or questions 
whose answers can be found right in the text.  

2 min. 5. Model reading around using the keyword 
students just highlighted in their texts in step 
Underline with a pencil the detail in the text 
that gives the answer. Demonstrate answering 
the question orally. Explain to students they 
can use what they have learned about 
questions to make sure their answer makes 
sense. Remind students that “what” questions 
are usually asking about things, and model 
thinking about whether the answer makes 
sense in that context. 

Modeling the practice of identifying 
the detail that answers a right-there 
question will make the process 
more concrete for students and will 
bridge the gap between direct 
instruction and guided practice. 
Modeling thinking about whether 
the answer makes sense will help 
students engage in metacognitive 
strategies when they work 
independently. 

4 min. 6. Guided Practice - Ask students the question 
“When was Rosa Parks given the Medal of 
Honor?” Students will identify a keyword and 
skim the text for it. Then guide students 
through reading around the text to identify the 
detail that answers the question. Have 
students underline in pencil the detail in the 
text that gives the answer. 

Guided Practice will bridge the gap 
between students seeing the skill 
modeled and actually applying it 
themselves in a low-risk 
environment with support from me. 
Developing the habit of underlining 
in pencil will help students quickly 
refer back to the detail that answers 
the question to save time spent 
re-reading to find the information 
again. 

4 min. 7. Independent Practice - Ask students the 
question “What kind of schools was Rosa able 
to go to?” Have students practice skimming for 
and highlighting the keyword they identify and 
reading around the keyword to identify the 
detail that answers the question. Have 
students underline that detail. Then have 
students answer the question orally. 

Independent practice gives 
students another opportunity to 
practice the skill of reading around 
a keyword to find the answer to a 
question. This also gives me an 
opportunity to informally assess 
student understanding of the skill so 
I know if I need to review or 
re-teach any part of the skill. 

4 min. 8. Independent Practice - Ask students the 
question “What year was Rosa Parks 
married?” Have students work silently to 
identify the keyword, skim for and highlight the 
keyword, read around the keyword to find the 
detail that answers the question, and underline 
the detail. Then have students write the 
answer to the question on a post-it note and 

This lesson is pulling several skills 
together into one fluid process. 
Giving students a second chance to 
practice independently, especially 
with review or re-teaching after step 
6 as needed, will help ensure 
students are comfortable with using 
all the skills together to find the 



attach it to their passages. answer to a question. This also 
provides me an opportunity to 
assess student learning to see if I 
need to spend more time on any of 
the skills. 

Student Supports 
o Activating Prior Knowledge/ Building Background - Used to support my ELL Learner and 

all students in building a foundation of what they already know before introducing new 
ideas (Herrera, 2016, 288). 

o Previewing Vocabulary - Used to support my ELL Learner and all students in interacting 
with new ideas and concepts in the text passages through discussion which will help 
students connect the unfamiliar concepts to their prior knowledge (Herrera, 2016, 241). 

Materials and Resources 
      o    triangle whiteboard and dry-erase marker, highlighter and pencil for each student 

Procedures 
Introduction  

[I will activate prior knowledge in this lesson by reviewing vocabulary related to the civil 
rights era with students. I will activate prior knowledge of the essential literacy strategy and 
related skills by asking students to read a question, pull out a keyword that identifies what 
the question is mostly asking about, and skim the passage they just read for every instance 
of that keyword. This will build background for students about reading around the keyword 
through direct instruction and modeling. I will pique student interest by explaining that today 
they get to read a new passage about a famous person who lived in the civil rights era. ] 
Lesson Steps   
[1. Ask students one thing they have learned so far about the civil rights movement. Ask 
students what they know about ‘integration’, ‘segregation’, ‘Jim Crow Laws’, and ‘boycott’. 
2. Ask students to read to themselves the passage “Rosa Park”. Have students pick their 
favorite fact to share with the group. 
3. Ask 1-2 students to share what they remember about skimming. Build on responses as 
necessary for understanding. Ask students the question, “What did Rosa’s grandparents 
teach her?” Ask students to pull out a keyword and skim for/ highlight the keyword in the 
text. 
4. Directly instruct students on how to read around a keyword to identify the detail in the text 
that answers a question. Explain the academic vocabulary ‘right-there questions’ to 
students. Display information on the whiteboard as written in step 4 of the “Instructional 
Strategies section above. 
5. Model for students reading around a keyword and identifying the detail that answers a 
right-there question. 
6. Ask students, “When was Rosa Parks given the medal of honor?” Guide students to pull 
out a keyword, skim for the keyword, and then read around the keyword to identify the detail 
that answers the question. 
7. Ask students the question, “What kind of schools was Rosa able to go to?” Ask students 
to independently pull out a keyword, skim for the keyword, and read around the keyword to 
identify the detail that answers the question.  ] 

Closure  
[8. Give students a different-colored highlighter. Ask students the question, “What year was 
Rosa Parks married?” Ask students to independently pull out a keyword, skim for the 



keyword, and read around the keyword to identify the detail that answers the question. Tell 
students that they may turn in their passages when finished. ] 

 


